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FOREWORD

H.E. NANA ADDO DANKWA AKUFO-ADDO
President of the Republic of Ghana

| am happy to welcome the Global African Family to Ghana, the centre of the world,
once again. This is an extraordinary time as we continue to build bridges between
the continent of Africa and Africans in the Diaspora. Ghana'’s history of Pan-Africanism
continues to make her a country of choice for the diaspora community.

During the Year of Return in 2019, we launched the December in GH campaign to
climax the year long program. This Campaign has now put Ghana on the map as the
place to be for the Christmas holiday season.

This year, like previous years, promises to be monumental as we warmly welcome our

brothers and sisters from the diaspora . We believe the life-changing experiences of

those who have visited Ghana in the past continues to resonate and inspire others to
make the journey back home to the motherland.

| am looking forward to seeing our visiting brothers and sisters engage in various
activities that will provide learning opportunities, and to immerse in the vibrant
culture of Ghana - learning about our traditions, culture and heritage, whilst
connecting with their ancestral roots.

To all of you visiting our shores for the first time, | say akwaaba, our word of welcome
to you. You are amongst a people who pride themselves on their sense of hospitality.
Enjoy your visit to our beautiful country.
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HON. DR. IBRAHIM MOHAMMED AWAL

Minister For Tourism, Arts and Culture

December in Ghana, represents another exciting time in
Ghana’s tourism sector. As your Minister of Tourism, Arts,

& Culture, | take pride in seeing Ghana continue to be the
leading country of choice in West Africa for travellers during
the December holiday season. We anticipate that this
year’s ‘December in GH’ campaign will welcome a record
number of travellers to Ghana. We’re excited that Ghana-
ians, the global African diaspora and continental Africans
are looking forward to joining us in Ghana for an exciting
time this December.

‘December in GH’ has become one of the biggest activations
in our tourism sector and it touches on the three pillars of
our ministry; tourism, arts, and culture. All are at the core
of the many events that take place during the month of
December. The success of December in GH is unprecedent-
ed and has been an important part of not only boosting the
economy, but also branding Ghana as the ‘go-to’ destination
in December and subsequently, the rest of the year.

When engaging with our many hotel and tour operators,
we know that several have already booked groups far in
advance. This is good news as local businesses who are
impacted by travel and tourism will benefit from the influx
of arrivals in December.

Ghanaians living abroad have already been making the
annual journey for the holiday season to visit family and
friends. Since 2019 we’ve seen this expand to include the
global African diaspora, continental Africans and beyond.

We look forward to welcoming all of you.
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December has always been a time when Ghanaians living abroad returned home to visit their family
and friends and enjoy the festive season. The last few years this ritual of December in Ghana has
expanded beyond the Ghanaians abroad to the entire African diaspora community as tens of
thousands make their way to Ghana for the December holiday season every year.

It was in 2019 during the ‘Year of Return’, when the Ghana Tourism Authority, under the auspices

of the Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture, officially launched the #DecemberinGH campaign to
promote Ghana as a December holiday season destination. This was not only for the Ghanaian
diaspora but for the global African family and beyond. The campaign has thus far exceeded
expectations putting Ghana on the global map and spotlighting it as the official Christmas party
destination. According to Akwasi Agyeman, CEO of the Ghana Tourism Authority, “December in Gh is
not just about tourism numbers. It has become a clarion call for the global African family to reconnect
around our arts and culture. We are building a new wave that will help promote African music,
fashion, food, and many more indigenous activities.”

The campaign includes a signature calendar of events which features activities that have been
officially endorsed by the Ghana Tourism Authority through the Beyond the Return Secretariat. It’s
one of the most anticipated calendars as travellers book their trip based on which events they plan

to attend. “Every year event organizers want to be featured on our calendar because they know that
thousands of people around the world are looking at it to make their holiday plans in Ghana,” said
Annabelle McKenzie, Director of the Beyond the Return Secretariat. It’s expected that Ghana will have
record numbers for international arrivals at the airport this year.

It’s been over two and a half years since the global travel industry was disrupted. With restrictions
now eased around the world, more people are travelling and many like you, are ready to come back to
Ghana and experience some of the best festivals, activities, cultural programs and concerts featuring
Africa’s best talent. Welcome to ‘December in GH” where you’ll create memories to last you a lifetime.
We're open, and ready for you.
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December in GH TRAVEL GUIDE

Welcome to Ghana! Your gateway to Africa. The country is known for its history, rich culture and welcoming people.
Get ready for the experience of a lifetime as you explore, feel and see the beauty of Ghana. When planning a trip to
Ghana there are a few things you must do before you start your journey.

Here are some important travel tips for your trip to Ghana.

HEALTH

Ghana’s covid-19 protocols require that all
travellers entering the country provide proof
of vaccination against Covid-19.

CLIMATE

Ghana is a tropical country that sits close to
the Equator and thus has heat all year long.
Even during the rainy season the country
experiences heat in most areas. When pack-
ing your luggag choose lightweight clothing
so that you’re comfortable throughout your
trip.

If you have plans to visit the mountain
regions, expect temperatures to be a little
cooler during the rainy season. Pack a light
jacket, umbrella or rain jacket.

WHAT TO PACK

Carry a power bank for charging your
electronic gadgets. Finding power outlets
in public spaces may not be as common

in Ghana as it is in your home country.
Keeping a charged power bank with you will
ensure that your electronic devices remain
charged when you need them.

SAFETY

Ghana is one of the safest countries in Afri-
ca. The country was listed at the 40th safest
in the world and second safest in Africa
according to the Global Peace Index 2022.

Ghana was listed as the second safest coun-
try in Africa according to the Global Peace
Index 2021.

GETTING AROUND

During the month of December Ghana
experiences a heavy increase in traffic, espe-
cially in the capital city of Accra. It’s highly
recommended that you plan your journey
with added time to accommodate for delays
due to the traffic.

RIDESHARE APPS (UBER,
BOLT, YANGO)

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

AIR TRAVEL
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FOOD & DRINK

Prepare for your pallatte to experience the
flavour of Ghanaian cuisine, which is filled
with plenty of spices and pepper. A typical
Ghanaian dish will include a starchy food
and a side of meat, fish or stew. Ghanains
love pepper so it’s always included as a side
sauce with nearly every dish. If you’re not
adverse to pepper, it’s important to share
that when ordering your food.

To avoid any water borne illnesses, it’s best
to avoid drinking tap water while you're
visiting Ghana.

NIGHTLIFE

Ghana has some of the most vibrant night-
life in Africa. Whether you're in the heard
of Accra or in a rural community, Ghanaians
know how to have a good time. The most
popular hotspots known as ‘go-to’ places for
the best parties and DJs are located in the
country’s capital of Accra.

Urban nightlife in Osu, Labone, East Legon,
and Ridge are the most spoken of parts of
the city. One thing to note is that Ghana-
ians go from party after party into the wee
hours of the morning. With some places
really starting to vibe after midnight, you
may want to consider taking a nap in the
afternoon before a night of partying in Accra
during the month of December.

SHOPPING

Accra Mall, West Hills Mall, A&C Mall, Oyar-
ifa Mall, Junction Mall and Achimota Mall
are some of the bigger shopping centres

in Ghana. All located in the Greater Accra
region. There are many other plazas and
mini-shopping centres that have been open-
ing as developments grow in the country.

Ghana is a cash society. Meaning most
shops and vendors prefer to be paid in cash.

If carrying cards, please note that most plac-
es do not accept American Express (AMEX)



Message from

CEO, Ghana Tourism Authority

Since 2019, when we launched the December in GH program, Ghana , the shining ‘Black Star’ of
Africa, has become the official Christmas party destination for the global African family. Each year,
the holiday celebrations keeps getting better and bigger, attracting people from around the world.

This year, expectations are high as we celebrate the first full year of the easing of COVID-19
restrictions. Although the global economic challenges ocassioned by the Russian invasion of Ukraine
continues to impact our sector, we are confident that the array of events, festivals, tours and
community programs are enough to attract people to attend.

Many of the events on our calender this year are central to the pillars of the ‘Beyond the Return’
initiative, and it will provide a platform for our continuous engagement with the historical diaspora
community.

The model we have developed for the period is one of partner-
ship and collaboration and we thank all the event organisers,
promoters and organisations that have chosen to be part of
this global showpiece.

We look forward to the continued development of our
relationship with the private sector.

This year’s line up includes returning events such as the Taste i’
of Ghana, Afrochella, Afro Nation, Akwaaba UK, Rhythms
on da Runway, Kids in Tourism, GT Bank Concert,

the BHIM Concert, Joyful Way and the Samini
Experience amongst others. There are some

exciting new events also added to this year’s

calendar like the Selewa Market, the Bukom

experience and others.

We encourage Ghanaians to live up to
our reputation as a friendly and
hospitable people. Let us make the

Black Star shine once again. o
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Message from

ANNABELLE MCKENZIE

Director, Beyond The Return Secretariat

December in Ghana is the most anticipated
time of year as Ghanaians, the global African di-
aspora and continental Africans make their way
to Ghana for the holiday season. I’'m once again
excited about ‘December in GH’, which | antic-
ipate is going to be another exciting time. The
Beyond the Return Secretariat has endorsed
several events for the campaign and we’re pre-
pared for a season that will welcome everyone
who has chosen to make Ghana their destina-
tion place for the holidays.

I’'m proud to say that Ghana continues to be the
cultural hotbed for festivals, music events, and
food. As an African American who took the bold
step to explore my ancestral roots in Africa, I'm
happy to have chosen Ghana as home. I've also
become a citizen of this wonderful country that
has welcomed me like part of its extended fam-
ily. I've been living here the last few years and
have gained some of the most life-changing ex-
periences while also connecting with my fellow
brothers and sisters from the diaspora commu-
nity who visit Ghana. It has truly been a special
time to see others fall in love with the African
continent the way | have.

At the time of this writing, my team and | have endorsed over 80 events taking place
from November through December and into early January. There is a diverse array
of activities for all walks of life to enjoy while visiting Ghana. All the events have ele-
ments that connect with the foundational pillars of the Beyond the Return initiative.
The theme is "A Decade of African Renaissance’ and the pillars are Experience Gha-
na, Celebrate Ghana, Diaspora Pathways to Ghana, Brand Ghana, Give Back Ghana,
Invest in Ghana and Promote Pan African Heritage and Innovation.

| also want to encourage our local Ghanaian community to join us at all these events.
This is not just for visitors, but for all of us to come together and celebrate all that
our country has to offer. There will be everything from cultural festivals to concerts,
workshops, networking, family events and performances featuring some of Ghana'’s
favourite artists as well as international powerhouses in the Afrobeats music scene.

Ghana has become the destination for all. We are open, and we are ready for you.
Come and experience December in GH.
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The African Regent Hotel, located in the heart of the Airport residential area
stands out for its cosmopolitan Icon and surrounded by shopping centre and mall.
The hotel is set up to create a brand which signifies everything about Africa.

Our Facility offers you luxurious accommodation with 109 keys, conference facility,
spa, Saloon, Gym, pool and gift shop. Experience delicious cuisines from our
Mukyia restaurant showcasing variety delicacies of authentic African Dishes.

Embrace the freshness of our rooms, styled in the Afropolitan way to give you a
taste of Africa.

African Regent Hotel... Simply Afropolitan

@ @ @ . + 233 (0)302 765180-2 b4 res@african-regent-hotel.com
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BEYOND THE

STEERING COMMITTEE

The Beyond the Return Steering Committee is excited to be associated with another ‘December in
GH’ filled with activities, festivals, concerts and cultural events that will continue to promote Ghana as
the place to be during the holiday season.

The Beyond the Return Initiative is built on the foundation of seven pillars, which are key to Ghana'’s
continued engagement with the Global African Community. Each of the endorsed events connect
with at least one of the pillars which are: *Experience Ghana, *Celebrate Ghana, *Invest in Ghana,

*Diaspora Pathways to Ghana, *Promote Pan-African Heritage & Innovation, and *Brand Ghana.
There is a diverse array of activities for persons of all walks of life to enjoy while they visit Ghana.
Everything from cultural festivals to concerts featuring popular artists and family events. We
encourage visitors to also explore some of the events happening outside of the city of Accra so they
can experience more of the country’s culture and visit sites in other regions.

‘December in GH" was launched by the Ghana Tourism Authority under the Ministry of Tourism, Arts
and Culture during the nation’s monumental ‘Year of Return’ 2019 campaign which opened the doors
to our diaspora community across the world. This was inspired by the fact that our country has
always been known as one that pioneered the ideals of pan Africanism as a national project .
The Year of Return echoed the likes of our first President Kwame Nkrumah, and leading lights of
Pan Africanism WEB DuBois, George Padmore and Marcus Garvey, who taught the community
about coming together and embracing Africa as home. Indeed. the Year of Return became an
extension of this ideal. We received record numbers of travellers as we saw our brothers and sisters
from the historical African diaspora, continental Africans and Ghanaians living abroad come to Ghana.
It brought everyone together with our local Ghanaians to experience the reconnection of our
global African family.

‘December in GH’ takes its place among a growing number of events in Ghana designed to uplift the
Pan African reality. December in Gh. Is a legacy that we are proud to support each year as Ghana

continues to be the place to visit for the holidays.

We welcome you to Ghana this December and every year to come and create memories that
last a lifetime.

16



BEYOND THE RETURN STEERING COMMITTEE

| | g D ! .
Hon. Mohammed lIbrahim Awal Hon. Ken Ofori-Atta Hon. Kwasi Amoako — Atta Esi Sutherland — Addy
Co-Chair Co-Chair Member Member
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Akwasi Agyeman Yofi Grant Kwame Acheampong Boateng Ag
Member/ Cordinator Member Member

Stella Appenteng Reginald D. Laryea Rabbi Kohain Halevi Edith Penelope Arhin
Member Member Member Member

Worwornyo Agyeman Dominic Afriyie Agyemang Dentaa Amoateng Annabelle Mckenzie
Member Member Member BTR Secretariat

Stella Osei Nana Amperibea Boadu
Lucy Awenlie Anko
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Decembér In GH End'orsed Events

—

NOVEMBER

November 6th -
November 10th - 13th -
November 18th -
November 20th -
November 24th - 26th -
November 24th - 26th -
November 26th - 4th Dec. -
November 26th - 4th Dec. -

DECEMBER

December 1st - 31st -
December 1st -
December 1st - 31st -
December 2nd - 3rd -
December 2nd -
December 2nd -
December 2nd - 3rd -
December 2nd - 3rd -
December 3rd -
December 3rd -
December 3rd -
December 3rd - 9th -
December 7th - 11th -
December 8th -
December 9th - 11th -

ANWAMOO FESTIVAL

DECORSIGN EXPO

THE MATRIARCH’S VERSE

RHYTHMS ON DA RUNWAY

YOUTUBE CREATORS FESTIVAL GHANA
GOLD STATEMENT

GHANA WATER POLO PRE-SEASON MATCHES
HUSBAND MATERIAL - 7 YARDS

DECEMBER IN GH SELEWA

NUBIAN NOEL 2022

WONDALAND

KIDS TOURISM FESTIVAL

ACCRA BEER FESTIVAL 2022

AFRICAN LEGENDS NIGHT

CREATIVE ARTS FESTIVAL

AFRICAN FOOD FESTIVAL

SELF-CARE SATURDAY

JOLLOF AND AFROBEATS FESTIVAL
OUTMOSPHERE

SOUND OUT PREMIUM ART EXHIBITION
ACCRA FASHION WEEK

FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS IN GHANA SEMINAR
FREEDOM PARADE
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December 9th - 24th
December 9th - 16th

December 10th
December 10th
December 11th
December 12th

CAPE COAST CLASSIC [DIASPORA DIVISION]

NAFAC @ 60

AFROBEATS BAZAAR

CHORAL MUSIC AND COMPOSERS MASHUP CONCERT
RUN FOR YOUR WIFE

MENTAL PICTURES VI; THE MIXTAPE

December 12th - 15th - COLLECTIVE HEALING BEYOND THE RETURN
December 14th - 16th - ASPAATERE INDIGENOUS CULTURAL FESTIVAL
December 15th - 16th Jan. 2023 - AFRISTYLE LOUNGE

December 15th - 17th - ADINKRA CARNIVAL 2022

December 16th - GTCO MUSIC CONCERT

December 16th - 18th - RIVERFEST 22

December 17th
December 17th
December 17th
December 17th
December 17th

December 17th - 18th
December 18th - 2nd Jan. 2023

December 19th
December 20th

December 20th - 24th

December 21st
December 21st

BLAST FROM THE PAST
WELCOME HOME HOUSE PARTY
ARTASTIC

ERNA AKWAABA GALA

FIRE ON THE RUNWAY
AFROPARK 22

AFROCHELLA EXPO

AFRICAN MUSIC BUSINESS DIALOGUE
CORN WINE WORKSHOP
ACCRA ART WEEK
MOZAMADISCO CONCERT

NSG CONCERT

December 22nd - 5th Jan 2023 - AKWAABA UK DECEMBER IN GHANA
December 22nd - 25th - POTOMANTO FESTIVAL

December 22nd - 25th - AFROKINFOLKS FESTIVAL

December 22nd - 25th - MADE IN GHANA FAIR

December 22nd - 25th - KANTANKA GHANA TECH EXPO
December 23rd MIGRATION2GHANA

December 23rd THE BHIM CONCERT

December 23rd AFRICA BASKETBALL FESTIVAL
December 23rd THE OLD SKOOL CLASSIC CELEBRATION

December 23rd - 24th
December 23rd - 27th

TASTE OF GHANA 3.0
KUMASI WEEKEND FESTIVAL

December 24th APATASE X’MAS CARNIVAL
December 24th AFROFUSION
December 24th CITIUATION OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS PARTY

December 24th - 30th

WESTSIDE CARNIVAL

December 24th SAMINI XPERIENCE CONCERT
December 24th - 26th - WILDALAND

December 24th - 30th - WESTSIDE CARNIVAL

December 24th - 26th - 3FM OXFORD STREET CARNIVAL
December 24th, 25th, 27th, - ROVERMAN FESTIVAL OF PLAYS 2022

1st & 2nd Jan.23
December 25th - 26th - AROUND THE WORLD FOOD AND DRINKS FESTIVAL
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December 26th = TANGOLLA FESTIVAL

December 26th - EASTERN FAMILY PARTY IN THE PARK
December 26th - WOODXWATTA BRUNCH LANGUAGE
December 26th - EXPLOSION OF JOY

December 26th - PITCH SUNDAYS GHANA

December 26th - 28th - THE GUBA RETREAT

December 26th - 28th - NSHORNAA FOODFEST 22

December 26th - ALL WHITE LITTLE HAVANA PARTY
December 26th - CHOCOROCK

December 26th - FASHION NIGHT OUT

December 27th - SUNDAZE

December 27th - TAADIFEST

December 27th - AFRORAVE

December 28th - 29th - AFROCHELLA FESTIVAL

December 28th - 2nd Jan. 2023 - CULTURE VIBES

December 29th - AHA Y3 D3

December 29th - AFRO ULTRA MUSIC FESTIVAL
December 29th - TEENS RAVE

December 29th - ANNUAL ALL-WHITE DRINK-UP PARTY
December 29th - 30th - AFRONATION

December 30th - THE ROYAL GALA

December 30th - ADINA CONFERENCE ‘22

December 31st - AFROCHELLA PVO NYE

December 31st - CULTURE NEW YEARS EVE PARTY 22’ 23’
December 31st - COUNTDOWN AFRICA

December 31st - PELLAFEST

December 31st - 1st - NORTHERN FEST

JANUARY 2023

January 1st - TRIBAVERSE FESTIVAL

January 1st - WINNEBA FANCY DRESS FESTIVAL
January 1st - 2nd - JUNGLE RAVE

January 1st - TRIBEFEST ‘23

January 1st - GHANA DIASPORA ALL-STAR GAME
January 2nd - AFROCHELLA FEED AND AFROCHELLA READ
January 2nd - (GUBA) THE DIASPORA CONVERSATIONS
January 4th - HOUSE AFRICA

January 4th - WOODXWATTA PARTY LANGUAGE
January 6th - 8th - AGAPE FESTIVAL OF PLAYS

January 7th - R&R LUXURY WELLNESS FEST

NB: Flip pages for more information on events

20
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Making Quality Medicines for Millions
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Live The Dream

With our 4 fantastic
Credit Cards

e Discounts at Selected merchants * Global concierge services
* 45 days interest-free credit * 365 days salary advance in your pocket
e Multi-trip insurance cover * Robust Security features

Get Republic Visa Credit Cards

ADESHIE | BUSINESS | CLASSIC | INFINITE

TRAVEL. SHOP. DINE.

& Republic Bank

We’re the One for you!
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igpnl Borstal Avenue, South Airport Residential Area, 2.5 km from the Airport, Accra, Ghana
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TANG PALACE reservations@angpalacehotel.com.gh / info@angpalacehotel.com.gh

+233 (0) 30 278 8889 ¥ Tangpalacegh @tangpalacehotel

Located in one of Accra's most sought after areas.
The Tang Palace Hotel welcomes its guests with all the
comforts and personal attention you would expect from
an international 4 star hotel. From the freshly cut orchids
to the impressive chandeliers to the impeccably dressed
and attentive staff, the Tang Palace Hotel focuses on the
details that makes your stay memorable.

SERVICES & FACILITIES

Swimming Pool # Gym ¢ Continental Restaurants ¢ Intemet/WiFi

Business Centre » Conference/Banquet Facilities ® Car Hire

ldead, vewne. for. Honoguoon - Events - Coutorence

Let Tang Palace Hotel Be Your First Choice

www.tangpalacehotel.com.gh
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TO VERIFY THE VALIDITY
OF YOUR INSURANCE

Dial *920*57#

Follow the instructions by entering the vehicle registration number
e.g. AP123420 or AP 1234 20

“Insurers don’t pay claims for vehicles with
fake motor Insurance Policies”

for more information, contact: 0302 960 659 / 0302 960 696
email: complaints@nicgh.org / info@nicgh.org

# StopFakelnsuranceNow



December In GH In Retrospect
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** Natural Mineral Water **
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Think Water
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CALENDER OF EVENTS - NOVEMBER

c

i} *  6th November, 2022
arsos yyy CTTITTNGE oL R

> ANWAMOO FESTIVAL

Gt
) Lo
0 '. @ Kisseman Sports Complex
@ o Contact: 02429382845
H ' afuaforiwaahboafoh@gmail.com
i'-' O The biggest social event in Ghana that brings
? : ; people together from all walks of life to enjoy
P o : 2 and celebrate one of Ghana’s most popular
-, e (') rice dishes, Anwamoo. With the spotlight
B * on delicious foods from Ghana, this event is
‘; T e key in promoting the tourism ministry’s ‘Eat
o S —— Ghana’ campaign.
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10th -13th November, 2022

DecorSign

@ The Fantasy Dome, Trade Fair, La
Contact: 0243359379
Kb@decorsigngh.com

DecorSign is a hub for all things interior and exteri-
or in the real estate and architectural aspect of the
design industry with the aim to promote interior and
exterior design as part of everyday life and create a
platform for global connectivity.

DecorSign is set to introduce the maiden edition of
DecorSign Expo, an annual nationwide celebration
bringing together a community of local and interna-
tional designers, architects, in the Design and Creative
industries with a vision to celebrate and promote
Ghana as a leading global Interior Design capital.

This will be Ghana’s and only Interior Design Expo
and we want you to be part of it. We're creating a
platform that will inspire, empower, and drive creativi-
ty within the interior design industry.

The aim of the Expo is to provide a platform for cre-
ative and dynamic designers and other creative pro-
fessionals in the of Interior Decorators and Designers,
Product Designers, Architects, Real Estate Developers,
Realtors and more to showcase their talent and share
ideas with the wider audience in Ghana and around
the world.

DecorSign Expo is the place to be for interior and ex-
terior decorators and designers. DecorSign will show
you how to build a joyful home or even inspire the
design of an entire house with premium products on
display from renowned producers and manufacturers.
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